remarks I purpose making, I shall not attempt to exhaust the subject, but will be content to introduce it in such a manner as to induce discussion, from which I hope we shall be able to derive some profit, issuing in, it may be, an endeavour to increase the efficiency of the Society, and, at any rate, forming a fitting prelude to our winter's work.
Medical societies such as this exist for the mutual improvement of their members. This improvement is not limited to the increasing of professional knowledge, or of rendering it more precise, though it involves this also. It includes such endeavours as bringing the members into closer contact with one another, promoting friendly intercourse, and in a general way levelling all barriers which oppose themselves to intimacy and good fellowship. In this manner they render it easier for members to seek and obtain assistance in circumstances of difficulty and in cases of absence. These objects can, of course, be obtained in other ways than through the medium of a society; but there can be no question that the fact of fellowship in a common association facilitates in no small measure the courtesies of practice. But 
